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" run in " after the last of these, and it was the duty
of the " gentlemen of the Hunt" to shepherd the
small, the infirm and the aged (for some masters took
part) safely to their journey's end.

Fives was also in good repute, and I was thankful
to find that the type played was that of Eton, which
I had learnt to regard as far the best: it affords a
scope for strategy and for a certain low cunning com-
paratively absent from other varieties of the game :
which is the reason why masters can often surmount
the handicap of advancing years.

I have said so much about games that my readers
may well think that I am, or was, one of those Head
Masters who regard the intellectual progress of their
charges as of comparatively small account. That
would not be entirely fair: if I have said little about
the work of the school it is because it did not notably
differ from that of other schools of its type. It is true
that I did not introduce any great educational
reforms, but I fear that I am not constitutionally a
reformer. We won a reasonable amount of scholar-
ships, mainly, of course, classical: but we did enlarge
the Darwin Buildings and we had a Modern Side, so
we were not altogether obscurantist. Still, I frankly
confess that my task at Shrewsbury, as I saw it, was
not to flatter the public by worshipping the newer
gods, or by inventing new educational deities to
worship, but to stimulate its life generally and to
restore its self-confidence.

So far as my own work was concerned, in addition